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Many countries have a special day that marks 
their independence from another country.  We in 
the United States celebrate Independence Day on 
July 4th. When we were founded, we truly were 
founded on Christian principles. And, although the 
birth of our nation was not easy, we became strong 

because our forefathers believed in and trusted 
Almighty God.  

In the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 7, Jesus tells us 
that if we listen to and obey Him we are “like a wise man who built his house 
on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on 
the rock.“  Sadly, as our country moves away from following God, we become 
“like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with 
a great crash.”   

When we trust Jesus as our savior we are freed from the tyranny of sin; 
but we must remember that we are dependent on God to stand firm. 

As you celebrate the Independence Day holiday this year, make sure your 
foundation is Jesus Christ, The Rock.  Thank God 
for the freedoms you do have, but don’t use your 
freedom to sin. Use your freedom to follow Christ.  



 

-1- 

The  Penny Pack of Caramels 

by Rev. Richard Edwards 

Butch knew what honesty was. It was telling the truth and living 

truthfully. And growing up on the banks of the Mississippi River in the 

1940’s he had always tried to be honest. He liked everybody and it 

seemed everybody liked him (and his dog Skippy too). Many times his 

Mom would ask him to stop at Grimms Grocery store and pick up bread or 

milk. He would, often get a candy bar or soda and "put it on the bill." 

Why he took that Penny Pack of Caramels that day is hard to 

understand. Five Caramels in a small package, right there on the counter 

display while Mr. Grimm was in the back room.  

When he started to walk the 2 1/2 blocks home, something was wrong. 

The Caramels did not taste right. They were the same candy. But he was 

different. For the first time, maybe ever, he felt guilty. He had been 

dishonest and not truthful by stealing. For the first time he had a guilty 

conscience. Even though Butch and his family did not go to Church, he 

was taught right from wrong. And he knew stealing the candy was wrong.  

He did not know the story of Zacchaeus when he gave back four times 

more than he took from people, but for the next few weeks when he 

went to Grimms he would leave change there by the cash register where 

Mr. Grimm could find it.  

Butch probably paid several dollars for that Penny Pack of Caramels. 

Years later when Butch became a Christian he went back to confess to 

Mr. Grimm, but they had closed the store and moved away. 

 Butch often thought of how much more Jesus paid 

for his sins, which is a lot more than a Penny 

Pack of Caramels. 
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Hi Pals! 

 Schools out!!   Summer Vacation!!   I’m free!! 

Or so I thought. Uncle Bill apparently has other 

ideas.  

I wanted to relax, play baseball, enjoy ice cream, and 

do whatever I wanted for the summer because it won’t 

be long and I’ll have to go back to school. Uncle Bill 

says I can do all those things, but he has a list of things for me to do 

as well – like cleaning out the shed, cleaning my room, helping with the 

yard work, washing the car, and anything else he can think of for me 

to do “that will keep me out of trouble.” 

“That’s not fair! I thought we lived in a free country?” The words 

came out of my mouth before I could stop them. I thought for sure I 

was in for a really long lecture. But all Uncle Bill said was, “With 

freedom comes responsibility.” 

I’m still not quite sure what that means, but I guess I’ll be doing a 

lot more than I planned to do over the summer. It won’t be so bad; it’s 

just not what I had planned. I don’t mind helping around the house and 

the work needs to be done. Somebody has to be responsible to do it. I 

guess for now, that somebody is me. 

Hope your summer will be good and that you get to do some of the 

things you want to do too!  Hey, when you get a chance, write to me 

and tell what you did. I look forward to reading about it. Until then… 

See you next month!  Bye!
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So I will always remind you of 

these things, even though you know 

them and are firmly established in 

the truth you now have. 

2 Peter 1:12 NIV 


